
Communique – CouncilFest 2019 

The National Rural Health Alliance held CouncilFest, its annual face-to-face meeting of Council 

members, from 8-10 September 2019 at the Vibe Hotel in Canberra. 

On Sunday 8 September, the 41 member bodies of Council agreed on a set of key priorities: 

- Additional investment in education and training pathways for health professionals in rural 
Australia, from vocational through to postgraduate education. 

- A $15.4 million proposal to develop and evaluate health and community precincts/networks 
that provide integrated primary care using flexible funding arrangements. The aim is to bring 
together the health, education, aged care, disability and social services sectors to improve 
the health and wellbeing of rural, regional and remote communities. 

- Calling on the Government to invest in digital health infrastructure and do more to provide 
high-speed internet access in rural and remote areas. 

The Alliance also launched its 2019-2022 Strategic Plan and heard from a range of speakers, 

including Kim Houghton (Regional Australia Institute), Lyndon Seys (Alpine Health) and Dawn Casey 

(National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation). 

On Monday 9 September, Council and Alliance staff visited Parliament House for a range of meetings 

with parliamentarians to present the key priorities. Council also met as a group with the Hon Mark 

Coulton MP, Minister for Regional Services, Decentralisation and Local Government, and the Hon 

Chris Bowen MP, Shadow Minister for Health. 

On Tuesday 10 September, the Alliance held its 28th Annual General Meeting. Board members Tanya 

Lehmann (Chair), Stephen Gourley (Deputy Chair), Julianne Bryce (Treasurer), Nicole O’Reilly 

(Secretary), Dan Mahony, Peter O’Meara and Lynne Strathie were re-elected. The Alliance also paid 

tribute to outgoing board member Lindy Swain, and welcomed Viney Joshi, a rural generalist from 

Carnarvon, WA, to the board. 

Council also met formally as a group and discussed a range of issues, including the intersection 

between climate change and health, improvements to the Alliance’s internal and external 

communications, and heard from the Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association about enabling the 

growth of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander medical workforce. 

Other highlights of CouncilFest included: 

- A fascinating glimpse of space medicine from Dr Emma Tucker, medical doctor and 

astrophysicist at the annual dinner sponsored by HESTA. 

- Wellbeing nests: an exploration of arts therapy engaging all Council members, led by arts 

and health therapist Jemima Beaumont from Sacred Space Arts Therapy. 
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