
Effectiveness of Virtual Occupational 
Therapy Student Placements

Aim
To adapt face-to-face student clinical 
placements to provide a virtual learning 
experience. We sought to ensure:

This was a positive placement experience, for 
the student, supervisors and organisation.

That the learning goals and needs of students 
were still being met.

That students still found this to be a valuable 
learning experience

Children in rural and remote 
Australia are far more likely 
to face challenges in physical 
health, social skills, emotional 
health, language and 
communication. 
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Figure 1: Number of children with developmental 
needs, per state.

Results
All virtual placements were 
successful. Whilst practical 
implications were identified 
through evaluation, 100% of 
students rated the virtual 
placement as ‘extremely 
beneficial’ in supporting 
professional growth and 
providing a worthwhile 
learning opportunity.

Conclusion
A viable option to provide an effective student placement, as well as build 
clinician competence and confidence in telehealth delivery. What we learnt: 

While virtual student 
placements can be 
effective, limitations 
include preparation 
time and limited 
assessment learning 
experiences.

Merit to a hybrid 
model partially 
virtual & face-to-face

Virtual placement 
offering increased 
skill set and 
resources to offer 
other virtual learning 
experiences

How beneificial was this 
placement in supporting  
professional growth 
and providing learning 
opportunities and experiences?

Scan to find out more 
about the program
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Figure 2: Benefits of placement in supporting professional 
growth and learning opportunities and experiences
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Feedback and data was collected through:
• An evaluation tool
• Anonymous surveys
• Qualitative feedback from supervisors and students

Method
Involved 6 
OT students 
completing their 
3rd and 4th year 
placements.

A work-from-home 
policy, student 
placement package 
and orientation 
manual were 
developed prior to 
the placements.

A student liaison 
officer role was 
created and a 
multiple supervisor 
model was used.

Problem
COVID-19 posed a significant impact 
on Occupational Therapy students 
being able to access and complete their 
clinical placements. Barriers included:

Student placement hour requirements 
did not change.

Student placements to date have been 
traditional face-to-face placement

Our Focus at Royal Far West
 
Established in 1924, Royal Far West is one of Australia’s most enduring 
and respected charities dedicated to connecting kids in rural and remote 
communities to the care they need.

We support children’s developmental, mental and behavioural health so 
they can reach their full potential. Find out more at royalfarwest.org.au


