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OVERVIEW 

1. Orienting ourselves 
• Acknowledging our First Peoples and history 

2. Context of over-incarceration 
• Rates, reasons and impacts 

3. Imperative to act 
• Closing the Gap framework 

4. Social journalism and its role 
• @Croakey.org context 

5. About #JustJustice 
• From conception to crowd-funding to strategies and evaluation 

6. Implications for rural and remote health 
• Privileging local voices and experience, and conveying to 280 million 

people, or more. 
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ORIENTING OURSELVES 

• Acknowledgement of 
Traditional Custodians 
 

• #JustJustice team members 
• Key strategies and outputs of 

#JJ 
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Melissa Sweet, @Croakeyblog 
Marie McInerney,  @mariemcinerney    
Mitchell Ward, @rocklilydesign 

Megan Williams,  @MegBastard    
Summer May Finlay, @OntopicAus 



CONTEXT OF OVER-INCARCERATION 

• Globally-high rates 
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people incarcerated at a rate of 2 346 per 

100 000 v highest rate reported globally of 716 per 100 000 in US 

• Over-representation increasing 
• 80% growth in 10 years 
• 15 times more likely to be incarcerated 
• 27% of prison population ranging from 20– 90% in different jurisdictions 

• Multiple incarcerations the norm 
• 80% multiple times 

• Little pre-release planning 
• Few programs 
• Issues well identified before release 

• Most released into urban area but proportion thought to 
return or move to rural and remote areas 

• Burden on family and limited resources 
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IMPERATIVE TO ACT 

• Incarceration worsens health 
• Poor health is a risk for 

incarceration 
• Justice is a determinant of 

health 
• Each Closing the Gap target is 

impacted by justice 
• Underscored by poverty and 

other determinants 
• Several prevention and 

intervention points 
• Contents list of #JustJustice 

book tells the story 
• Solutions well-identified 
• Legislative and policy 

framework in place 
• Why the worsening 

situation? 
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Prison hospital as a place of 
healing? 

 
 
 



REMEMBERING MS DHU 

• http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-12-16/who-was-ms-dhu/8128440 
• http://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/nitv-news/article/2016/12/16/coroner-ms-

dhus-death-preventable-police-unprofessional-and-inhumane 
• http://www.coronerscourt.wa.gov.au/I/inquest_into_the_death_of_ms_dhu

.aspx?uid=1644-2151-2753-9965 
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Inquest into the Death of Ms DHU 
Delivered on :16 December 2016 
Delivered at : Perth 
Finding of : State Coroner Fogliani 
Recommendations :Yes 
Recommendation No. 1 & 2 : In connection with dedicated lock-up keepers and competency training 
for lock-up keepers the State Coroner made the following recommendations: 
I recommend that at every police station where detainees are held, there must be a dedicated lock-
up keeper. Alternatively that a minimum of two officers are rostered for custodial care duties at any 
time. 
And 
I recommend that a mandatory training course on the roles and responsibilities of lock-up 
keeper/supervisor be developed and introduced across Western Australia and that a component of 
the training be undertaken face-to-face. Successful completion of the course ought to be mandatory 
before an officer can be assigned lock-up keeper/supervisor duties. 
Recommendation No. 3 & 4 : In connection with police improvements on cultural training the State 
Coroner made the following recommendations:     AND SO ON… 



SOCIAL JOURNALISM AND ITS ROLE 

• Extending beyond traditional roles and modes of journalism 
• Exploratory, innovative, interdisciplinary 
• Independent 
• Listening to a community and its needs 
• Providing and reporting content 
• Situated with @Croakey.org 
• https://croakey.org/ 
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ESTABLISHING #JustJustice 

• Initial discussions: Summer May Finlay, Professor Tom Calma, former Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner Mick Gooda, Melissa Sweet 
and others 

• Meeting points 
 

• Crowd-funded June, 2015 –nail-biting! 
• Launched by Mick Gooda 
• 3 days out from crowdfunding deadline, 108 supporters 
• Needed to raise $10,000 to reach our target 
• Otherwise the campaign would not realise any of the pledges. 

• Final day, a Sunday on a long-weekend hashtag #JustJustice trended #1 Canberra 
and Brisbane during the day 

• 339 donors - we finally made it over the line 
• Special shout-out to the two premium donors, Frank Meany of One Vision and the 

Jesuit Social Services, who each contributed $5,000 
• Without those generous donations, we would not have reached our fund-raising target. 
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ABOUT #JustJustice 
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DECOLONISING METHODOLOGY 

• “The reason that #JustJustice took a different approach to much 
other mainstream media coverage of over-incarceration is that it 
was informed by a decolonising methodology for journalism 
practice. 

• This meant that it has sought to: 
• Provide a useful service for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 

communities. 
• Recognise the role of colonisation in contributing to incarceration rates and 

acknowledge how this history plays out in the present. 
• Take a strengths-based approach. 
• Ensure priority representation of and respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander peoples, and their expertise, knowledges, cultures and experiences. 
• Examine white privilege, particularly within this context. 
• Follow proper process. This project recognises the importance of respect and 

relationships, and puts emphasis on how the project is done, as one of the 
outcomes.” 

• https://croakey.org/behind-the-scenes-with-justjustice/ 
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OUTCOMES FROM THE #JJ EXPERIENCE 
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• 90 articles 
• 70 contributors 
• 5000+ participants online 
• 5000+ downloads of e-

book 
• Periscopes, interviews, 

discussions 
 

• Parliamentarian 
engagements 

• Policymaker engagements 
• Policy critique 
• Service provider 

engagement and narratives 
• Research reporting and 

translation 
 

• Connective networks 
• Reinforcing messages 

 
• Upskilling, capacity building 
 



IMPLICATIONS FOR RURAL AND REMOTE HEALTH 

• Relevance of #JustJustice processes for other health and social issues 
• Transdisciplinary, crowd-funding, collaboration, community input 
• Independence, range of views, flexibility 
• Research translation opportunities, discussion and agenda setting. 

 
“To grab people’s attention, media doesn’t have to be sensationalist… strengths-based 
approaches which privilege Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices is something people 
want to read” (Summer May Finlay, 2016) 

• Learning from the leadership of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples eg holistic care 
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CONCLUSION 
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