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Educating Australia’s isolated children 

Judy Sinclair-Newton1 
1Isolated Children’s Parents Associations 

Good morning/afternoon everyone. My name is Judy Sinclair-Newton and I am currently the 
Immediate Past President for the Isolated Children’s Parents Associations’ (ICPA Aust), Federal 
Council. 

The Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association of Australia had its beginning in the NSW outback town 
of Bourke, in 1971.  

ICPA (Aust) is a voluntary parent body dedicated to ensuring all geographically isolated students have 
equity of access to a continuing and appropriate education. This encompasses the education of 
children from early childhood through to tertiary. The member families of the association reside and 
work in rural and remote Australia and all share a common goal of achieving access to education for 
their children and the provision of services required to achieve this. Many of our families live on 
isolated stations, great distances from their nearest community with their only access to education, 
including early childhood education, being via distance education programs. 

ICPA has been a part of the National Rural Health Alliance for many years. Having the ability to 
access medical and allied health services has a huge impact on educational outcomes, for those who 
require them. With the expansion of telehealth services in remote areas our members feel that a 
Medicare rebate item number should be attached to relevant Telehealth providers, in order for 
patients to claim a rebate. 

ICPA and NRHA share a vision for rural and remote Australia, in that strategies need to address 
issues specific to those living in these location. ICPA was pleased with the Coalitions election 
commitments now being introduced.  

• $83 million to reduce the period students need to be employed under the self-supporting criteria 
from 18 months to 14 months under Youth Allowance and ABSTUDY living allowance for regional 
and remote students. 

– This will mean that a student is able to meet the relevant earnings criteria to prove 
independence within one GAP year, as opposed to having to work for longer and delay their 
university commencement. The longer a student is not engaged in further study after 
university, the less likely it is that they will re-engage. 

• $24 million for 1,200 new Rural and Regional Enterprise scholarships for undergraduate, 
postgraduate and vocational education students to undertake STEM studies. 

– A re-elected Coalition will support young Australians living in rural and regional Australia to 
study and develop new skills in STEM. 

– The scholarships will be valued at up to $20,000 each. 
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• An additional $44.7 million towards isolated children, which includes a 50% increase to the 
Assistance for Isolated Children’s (AIC) Additional Boarding Allowance 

– A re-elected Coalition Government will increase by 50 percent the rate of the Additional 
Boarding Allowance to bring this assistance more in line with the costs of education for 
isolated families. 

– The Additional Boarding Allowance provides a means-tested supplementary payment to 
provide additional support for low-income families whose geographically isolated student 
boards away from their principal family home. 

• An independent comprehensive review into equity of education access for rural and regional 
students to seek fresh ideas and fresh thinking to bridge the divide. 

– There is a need for an Independent Review into Regional Education to address the clear 
disparity of achievement, aspiration and access to Higher Education by regional students. 

Today I would like to focus on educating our most isolated students who have no other choice but to 
be educated via distance education (or what is often referred to as The School of the Air). Schooling 
by distance education is a fascination to some, a chore to others, distance education schooling has 
long been the only option for education in rural and remote Australia. ICPA (Aust) are requesting that 
the government acknowledge and compensate the hours devoted to being the lifeline between the 
Distance Education Centre and the child learning. 

ICPA (Aust) has worked hard over many years to raise the awareness of the role families play in 
delivering the program to their children, which is becoming very reliant on technology. To assist with 
raising awareness of this unique education delivery, ICPA (Aust) has been working on a number of 
projects to profile the Distance Education Teaching Allowance (DETA) lobby. 

The positive aspects of having children stay home to be educated such as keeping the family 
together, learning together and knowing exactly how and what their children are learning are outlined 
in the video. It also highlights the benefit of engaging a governess, so that both parents are able to 
work on the family farm. 

The video shows how two of our families undertake schooling in the bush and allows them to tell their 
story. While supporting our DETA lobby, the aim of this video is to showcase distance education for 
families that have no daily access to face to face schooling due to location and to be used as a 
resource to help those outside this world understand better how a typical distance education school 
day runs.  

Our Federal Conference is to be hosted by the Northern Territory ICPA State Council in Alice Springs 
on 2–3 August 2017. Registrations are now open and I would like to encourage you all to attend these 
conferences to witness for yourself the passion and energy that branch delegates bring from all over 
Australia 
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Judy Sinclair-Newton was President of Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association Australia from 2011 to 
2015 and is currently filling the role of Immediate Past President. She has spent most of her life living 
near Walgett in North Western NSW, running a mixed farming business and is passionate about rural 
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Australia and people who live there. Accessing educating in remote Australia poses many challenges 
and it was through educating her three children that she became involved with ICPA. ICPA (Aust) is a 
voluntary parent body dedicated to ensuring all geographically isolated students have equity of access 
to a continuing and appropriate education. This encompasses the education of children from early 
childhood through to tertiary. The member families of the association reside and work in rural and 
remote Australia and all share a common goal of achieving access to education for their children and 
the provision of services required to achieve this. Many of our families live on isolated stations, great 
distances from their nearest community, with their only access to education, including early childhood 
education, being via distance education programs. 


	Presenter

