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I would like to acknowledge and pay my 

respects to the Traditional Custodians, the 

elders both past and present on who’s  land 

we meet on today. 
 



 
 This presentation may include images or I 

may share stories through our yarning 
today of Aboriginal Torres Strait Islander 
people who have passed away. 
 





 
 The rise of ICE (Methamphetamines) use in 

rural and remote towns is having a 
devastating impact on users, families and 
communities. 
 
 



 What was happening locally?  

 Why Community Yarning Circles? 

 

 
Background 
 



 
 

 The Yarning Circle® is a place where 
stories and knowledge can be shared in a 
caring environment that's relaxed and 
comfortable. 

 
  A place where people can participate to 

our own level, in our own time and by 
sharing their own unique journey.  

 
 The Concept came about by Yarning 

Circle® Creator, Lee Townsend, is an 
Aboriginal woman born and raised in 
Blacktown, NSW. 

 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 

     
 

 
 

 



 Informal gatherings which provide a safe 
place 

 Explain the impacts of all drugs  
 Yarn in a language that is culturally 

appropriate  
 Confidential 
 Independent  
 Volunteers  
 Flexible   



  To date there has been over 25 ‘Yarning 
Circles’ have been facilitated resulting in a 
baseline of ICE and its impacts. 

  
 Attendance numbers, participant feedback, 

delivery of community projects, and 
advocacy progress around ICE have been 
collected. 



 
  



 
 Yarning Circle feedback confirms that there 

is a growing ICE issue in Mount Isa, and 
suggests that access to consistent drug 
services is needed.  

 
 A skilled health workforce, drug training 

and awareness for both users and their 
families have been raised by participants in 
the Yarning Circle.  



 
 Feedback was used to inform local 

approaches in addressing government 
priorities and this evidence now forms a 
starting point for future research projects. 
 

 The group has delivered a number of 
community mobilisation projects to build 
the strength of young people and all 
members in an effort to decrease the risks 
associated with drugs and alcohol. 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Raise Your Cards  



Source: The North West Star 



 
 Youth Initiated film 
 Interviewed 30 local people and elders 
 Vincent McManus - Short Black Films 
 Stakeholders  - Yarning Circle, a local fuel 

station  & ATODS 
 Project Outcomes 
 Release Date:  August 2017 
 This film will become a community resource 

 
 
 

‘Who’s There?’ 



 Submission -National 
ICE Taskforce  

 Submission -Federal 
Inquiry into crystal 
methamphetamine (ice) 

 Invited to Government 
Public Hearing 

 Provided data for 
Research Projects 
 

 

Alvin Hava , Jan Robertson and  
Steph King 



 Queensland Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander ICE Round 
Table – Brisbane 2015 

 Input into Strategic 
Plans  Qld Mental 
Health and wellbeing 
plan  

 Qld Health, My Health , 
Queensland future: 
Advancing health 2026  
 
 

Senator Jacqui Lambie and 
Steph King 



 ‘Yarning Circles’ as a local approach 
towards improving the health and wellbeing 
of people living in Mount Isa. 

 
 Community Yarning Circles activities has 

been effective in delivering key community 
projects 

 
 We have helped to support people with 

education and the knowledge in addressing 
issues in their lives and their families. 
 



 Youth Specific Yarning 
Circles 
 

 Research Project  
 

 Improved access 
(opening hours, 
programs and a 
possible healing 
centre in Mt Isa) 
 

 Support  for local 
organisations  

 Our Recommendations  



 Our Recommendations  
 Access to services  
 

 Rural and Remote - 
isolation  

 
 Funding  
 

 Service models - 
operating hours 

 
 Free, available education  

for families and front line 
workers 

 



 The world of rural and remote communities 
is both complex and can at times be 
challenging, particularly when families are 
experiencing and responding to the impacts 
of ICE (Methamphetamines) use. 

 
 There is a need for investment in our 

remote communities so that they are fully 
resourced to deal with the effects of ICE 
(Methamphetamines).  




