
Acknowledgement of  Country 
 
 
I acknowledge the Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples as the first inhabitants of this country and pay 
my respects to the Traditional Owners, Custodians and Elders, 
past and present, of the land on which we gather today, the 
Djabugay, Yirrijandji and Gimuy Yidinji people. I would also 
like to extend that respect to other Indigenous Australians who 
are present today and in the spirit of reconciliation 
acknowledge the valuable contribution that Australian 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples continue to make 
to the broader community. 
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Problem identification 
 
Complex mix of  social, historical, legal, political & 
cultural factors 
 
Grassroots approach – community (CAMSN) 
identified need: 
‘drug, alcohol and volatile substance misuse’ 
 
Intended outcomes: influence change,  enhance 
youth and family support services, strengthen 
inter-sectoral collaborative relationships and 
build research capacity 
 



Participatory action research (PAR) 
methodology has been successfully used in recent  
Indigenous research (Miller et. al. 2015; Thomas et.al. 
2017) 
 
Ethnographic orientation – emic perspective 
a priority 
 
Mixed methods employed 
 
Modified GOANNA survey: iPad + Qualtrics 
  
 
 



Research Design 



Capacity Building 

Indigenous research and Western research 
collaboration 

 



Central tenet - relationship  
Unique insider standpoint 
 



Building research capacity 
 
Research team combined experienced 
& novice researchers 
 
Initial basic research training workshop 
 
Research assistants 
 
Men’s and women’s focus groups 
 
Service providers focus groups  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Capturing Indigenous voices  
 
 - community based field work 
 - accepted & trusted 
 - culturally ‘grounded’ in terms of  language, 
 social and familial relationships 
 - ‘Murri talk’, ‘yarning’  
 - men’s focus groups facilitated by Dr. Lindsay  
 with local cultural broker 
 - emic & emic ‘positioning’ 
 
 



Community inclusiveness 
 
 - Palm Island youth helped 
  develop and refine research tool 
 - Close engagement with Ferdy’s Haven 
 - local cultural broker assisted with 
   men’s focus groups 
  
 
 



Collaboration across sectors 
 
 - Higher education - JCU  
 - Service provision – Ferdy’s Haven 
  & Joyce Palmer Health service 
 - Federal Government via TAIHS 
 - Palm Island local Government 
 
 
 
 



 
 Ethics approval process 
 
 - initial raising of  community awareness 
 
 - time for community to respond, seek clarification 
 
 - proposal presented to PI Council for consideration, 
   discussion and support 
 
 - culturally appropriate information sheet &  
   informed consent form 
 
 - ethical approval from JCU 
 



Initial data collection 
Alcohol, drug and substance use in the target group of  14-24 year 
old male and female young people; 
 
Demographic information specific to the target group; 
 
Reasons for consuming alcohol, drug and substances; 
 
Social costs of  alcohol, drug and substance use on the target group;  
 
Social costs of  alcohol, drug and substance use on the families of 
the target group; 
 
Identification of  target group needs and aspirations without alcohol,  
drug and substance use; 
 
Quantifying access by target group to local service providers or 
agencies for assistance. 
 



Men’s Focus groups 
  
 - Etic and emic perspectives 
  
 - Yarning opportunity 
  
 - Cultural broker 
 
 - Young and older men 
 
 - Many issues identified  
  
 
 

 



Women’s Focus groups 
Community women – yarning sessions 
as parents and grandparents  
  
Service providers focus group  
Representatives from all human service providers,  
including Police, NGOs, education, health services, 
justice groups, family support services 
 
Health service staff  focus group 
Medical staff 
 
 
 

 



Where are we now? 
  
 - Data analysis 
  
 - Ongoing engagement with PI community 
  
 - Development of  final report for sponsor  
 
 - Identify appropriate actions going forward  
  
 
 

 



Recommendations 
1. Ferdy’s Haven Rehabilitation Aboriginal  
Corporation Palm Island be resourced to provide 
a more comprehensive and strengths-based service 
to the Palm Island people. 
 
2. Indigenous youth receive greater support  
 to acquire culturally appropriate research skills 
 as the next generation of  decision makers in 
 Indigenous communities. 
 

 



THANK YOU FOR LISTENING 
 
 
 

ANY QUESTIONS? 
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