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Skill Building & New Technology











LOOK PAST THE CHAIR 
AND SEE THE MAN

We all need physical affection.

The problem is when you’ve got spinal cord injury 
mostly the only touch you get is medical.

Most of us miss the feeling of a body being close.
This doesn’t mean it has to be sexual, 
it could just be an affectionate cuddle.

HANK





The Girl With the Pearl Earring

I chose to appropriate Vermeer’s painting 
‘The Girl With the Pearl Earring’

I identified with Vermeers’ work as a 
quadriplegic

as I only feel and regulate temperature in 
my head & neck

& it is common for me to wrap my head in 
scarves

When it is cold my muscles tighten &
instead of feeling cold

I feel pain

Cobie Moore







Machine Man

My ideas evolved while making my image
I started by thinking about how SCI uses 

technology to improve peoples’ quality of life
and this developed into the idea of the machine 

combined with the man.
With spinal cord injury we rely heavily on 

technology

I’m not afraid of how I am
Don’t worry about me

Mark



Machine Man

My ideas evolved while making my image
I started by thinking about how SCI uses 

technology to improve peoples’ quality of life
and this developed into the idea of the machine 

combined with the man.
With spinal cord injury we rely heavily on 

technology

I’m not afraid of how I am
Don’t worry about me

Mark



Regime
One effect of my SCI is bowel 

dysfunction.
I manage this with a "bowel regime" that 

requires time to be set aside.
For 40 years three times a week I have 

been, and will always be, "busy".
This is something that I keep private; 

colleagues, even some family and close 
friends don't know,

I have chosen this for my image 
because, more than using a wheelchair,
the regime calendar governs my life and 

is integral to my internal identity.

David 
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I don’t give a hoot
Inspired by Van Gogh Starry Night

I sing to myself
‘What a wonderful world’

In 1991 I was travelling around New 
Zealand.

The woman who was driving put her foot 
on the accelerator instead of the brake 

and skidded off the road.
I nearly died.

Before 1991 I was very shy.
After 1991 I didn’t give a hoot.

Paul Isaacs
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Felinity

After my accident I have found that I 
need to face certain challenges

that are a side effect of quadriplegia 
and

I prefer to take on a feline attitude 
with characteristics such as courage 

and bravery,
whilst still remaining elegant, 

to do so

Emily
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Domino Effect

As bad attitudes towards 
people with disability can 

be the cause of many other 
barriers,

I wanted my image to 
portray the domino effect 
of removing bad attitudes

which can lead to 
removing

discrimination, inequity and 
barriers etc

Greg
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