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Rural & Remote Distance Education Management of Emergency Presentations 
of Drug and Alcohol Use 

This 75-hour online course, over 12 weeks, includes the following topics: 
• Introduction to drug and alcohol policy • Drug and alcohol assessment 

• Attitudes and values around drug and alcohol use • Overview of treatment options 
• Management of intoxication, overdose and withdrawal. 

 
The College’s distance education course aimed to:  

 equip isolated health professionals working in emergency situations to recognise, assess, 
manage and treat patients with substance use problems; and 

 foster critical reflection by health professionals of values and attitudes that may impact on 
patient outcomes.  

 
Three 75 hour distance education (online) courses were delivered on the Management of Emergency 
Presentations of Drug and Alcohol Use.  15 people participated in the May 2012,  
15 people participated in the October 2012 and 19 people participated in the February 2013. 
 

Organisation/s  College of Nursing NSW, Australian College of Nursing  

RHCE2 Funding: $52,507.50 (ex GST) Round 2 Duration: December 2011 to January 2013 

Project status: Project completed and final report submitted 

Project type: Continuing professional education 

Location: national – RA2-5 

Target Groups:  Nurses and Midwives  

Purpose: RHCE2 funded the development and review of course content, promotion and 
piloting of the delivery of a distance education course titled Management of 
Emergency Presentations of Drug and Alcohol Abuse over 12 weeks (75 Hours), 
and evaluation of learning and behavioral change surveys.  
 



 
 

 

Quotations 

“For nurses with less knowledge and experience the content was good (feedback from junior staff I work 
with who also did the course) for staff with experience it was more a refresh of existing knowledge”. 
  
 “It was a bit disappointing when forums we were supposed to access were not available”. 
 
“A great course.  Learnt a lot and very relevant to where I work”.  I found that the forums were great 
and we could all comment and ask each other questions, so I felt supported”. 
 
“I found that the first couple of topics repeated themselves a little bit.  But other than that I found this 
topic very interesting and I learnt a lot.  I like how tasks set for us were to challenge our views and 
beliefs around drugs and addiction”. 
 
“I really enjoyed the content of readings and policies in the course resources and will probably refer back 
to these throughout my career in emergency nursing”. 
 
“Overall this course was great. I got to know a lot about alcohol which is the most abused and does so 
much damage to an individual, for example I have always checked blood glucose of all alcoholics 
presenting (at ED) but could not explain why I was doing it.  Today I have so much knowledge and have 
corrected my attitude towards drugs and alcohol in a great way.  Thank you so much for all the rich 
reading material provided.  It was just enough”. 
 
“The study and assessment timetable is a good way to keep on track, although I wasn’t able to at the 
beginning.  I have enjoyed the other people’s comments which give a different perspective on the topics.  
I have learnt a lot from this course and enjoyed the topic.  I am more aware of making a thorough 
assessment and the impact this can have on the patient’s treatment/care when they present to the 
emergency department”. 

 
Future Actions 
 

 Attempt to establish a relationship with CRANA Plus; 
 Attempt to establish a relationship with SARRAH; 
 Attempt to establish a relationship with the Rural and Remote General Practice Programs. 

 

Contact:  Leone Pike 

Phone:  (02) 9745 7598  

Email:  lpike@nursing.edu.au 

Website:  www.nursing.edu.au 
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