SHARE-A-BOOK
PROGRAM INFORMATION

ABOUT US

The Australian Literacy & Numeracy
Foundation (ALNF), is a registered national
charity dedicated to raising language, literacy
and numeracy standards in Australia.
The ALNF raises funds to develop, implement
and sustain six groundbreaking programs with
tangible results, supporting and up-skilling
over 2,169 adults to assist 9,058 children in a
minimum of 122 sites across remote and
urban New South Wales, Queensland,
Northern Territory, South Australia and
Victoria.
The ALNF’s programs span from early years
learning through to adolescent and adult
learning and address the needs of a diverse
range of individuals and communities,
including Indigenous, disadvantaged, refugee
and migrant communities.
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WHAT IS SHARE-A-BOOK?

Our Share-A-Book Program provides new and
quality pre-loved books to disadvantaged
youth and Indigenous, refugee and
marginalised communities in need of
resources.
Culturally sensitive books of all categories
are donated to the ALNF by schools,
corporations, publishing houses, booksellers
and individuals and are then distributed to
targeted regions across Australia.
Share-A-Book Libraries are established in
local schools, pre-schools, community and
language centres.
Adults and children are invited to borrow
these books with no negative consequences
if the books are damaged or dirtied. The
books do not necessarily need to be returned
to the library but can be kept at home if
desired
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WHY SUPPORT SHARE-A-BOOK?
There are many known benefits of
making books and print-based
resources readily accessible to children
and parents, in order to facilitate
stronger literacy engagement and
understanding.
Research has shown that:
• Children need access to print
materials prior to the first day of school;
• In today’s era, many schools assume
pre-existing knowledge of print material
at the start of kindergarten;
• Traditional libraries require that
parents have the confidence and
literacy to request books for loan (e.g.
apply for a library card).
Share-A-Book seeks to promote a nonintrusive method to introduce a variety
of print materials into the child’s world.
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OUTCOMES
The child engages in literacy, but before that, the child is engaging in the concept
known as books and the presence of print.

By introducing access to print earlier in a child’s development, it is more likely that
the child will be aware of and engage in print-based activities in the future.
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SUCCESSES

• Over 300,000 books sent around Australia
since its inception.
• Increased community engagement in the
ALNF’s literacy programs where the ShareA-Book initiative is made available.
• Greater overall community engagement in
the reading process.
• Continual requests for stock
replenishment from remote Indigenous
communities due to enthusiasm for the
program.
• Applications from many more
communities to receive Share-A-Book
Libraries.
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HOW TO HELP
We gladly accept:

We do no accept:

• Books for early readers aged 0-8 years

• Damaged, torn or outdated books

• New books or second-hand books in
excellent condition

• Encyclopedias, manuals or text books
• Magazines

• Fiction and non-fiction titles
• Religious books or books with adult themes
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THANK YOU!

For more information please contact:
Jasmine Flikier
jasmine.flikier@alnf.org
p. 02 9362 3388

208 New South Head Road, Edgecliff NSW 2027
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