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Today 

 Discuss how drawings, used as part of a qualitative 
health research project, can ‘add more’ to the 
research

 Talk about my experience as a novice researcher in 
rural NSW using drawings as a method in my research



‘Kim’: patient ‘Lori’: health professional



My motivation….

 I wanted to see whether the benefits of using 
creative visual methods, reported  by expert 
researchers in the field of creative visual 
methods in research, could be seen in my own 
research

 To find this out, I undertook a review of my own 
analysed data



 Insert picture



Why use drawings in particular?



A word about the DIMREE project

 The DIMREE project (Documenting in the Medical Record: 
Experiences of Engagement)… 

 …explores ‘experiences of engagement between patients 
and health professionals around medical record 
documentation in a rural hospital’

 Eight participants (3 patients and 5 health professionals) 
 Seven participants agreed to do the drawing



Data collection

Drawing
first

Drawing 
interpretation
then

Interview
then



Thematic analysis now complete



Theme 1 ‘Treat me as a person’

 This was the theme selected to be the focus of 
the review, along with its subthemes:

 ‘person-centeredness’
 ‘depersonalisation’
 ‘patient as activist’



The Review: Aim and method

 The aim was to assure myself that the drawings added 
to the research 

 To do the review, I reconsidered the thematically  
analysed data from my research project

 I tabled these analysed data  for each participant by 
sub-theme and by data source, in order to easily 
compare across data sources
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Other findings
Drawings’  meaning are unstable: there is  no ‘one truth’
Incongruence between data sources is to be expected
Through looking at the drawings I saw that drawings as a 
‘product’ in this research  can be a  powerful way to show what 
the experience ‘is like’ to diverse audiences, in publications
An unexpected finding was that putting the drawing and its 
interpretation prior to the interview, and having the drawing in 
view for the interview duration left additional time for ‘meaning 
making’ by the participant
Key limitation- only two participant’s data were used - using all 
the themed data could have provided greater trustworthiness





Reflections on using drawing as a 
creative method in my research

 Participants liked doing the drawing: empowering?
 Participants use the drawing process to ‘make meaning’  

- but generating richer data makes for longer interviews 
 Analysis is time consuming: one must know when to 

conclude!
 Practicalities: drawing materials; saved images; planning 
 Ethical implications: especially  drawing as a ‘product’ 
 The urge to over-interpret should be resisted: participant’s 

own story
 Stay ‘true’ to ones qualitative methodology?



Reflections: what I could do next time

 Record the actual drawing process
 If a participant does not wish to do the drawing I 

would ask them to describe what they’d like to draw
 Be more consistent and probing when asking 

participants to discuss their drawing?
 I could learn more about and employ analysis 

techniques used specifically for visual methods and 
incorporate them into future research 



Recommendations
 Researchers should plan to maximise space for 

participants to ‘make meaning’ 
 Rural researchers should think about practicalities of  

using creative visual methods, like drawing, when 
designing their research 

 Researchers working in rural health care should 
consider using creative visual methods: as process, to 
reveal lived experiences of rural people, and as 
product, in particular to reach diverse audiences 



Thankyou
Questions?

‘


