
 

Lyn Olsen 

Lyn Olsen has been a nurse and midwife for over 34 years. Thirty-one of those years have 
been living and working in country South Australia. 

She started her nursing career at her local hospital of Kimba and completed her enrolled 
nurse qualification at the Kimba Hospital in 1975. She then went to Adelaide and 
completed her qualifications as a registered nurse and then midwife in 1979 at The Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital.  

Lyn returned to country South Australia, and worked as a nurse and midwife at the Streaky 
Bay Hospital. She was appointed as the Director of Nursing and Midwifery of Streaky Bay 
Hospital in 1984 until 1986. 

In 1986, her family relocated to Port Augusta, and she then worked at the Port Augusta 
Hospital, in the roles of nurse, midwife, infection control nurse and deputy director of 
nursing. 

Lyn completed her Diploma and Bachelor of Applied Science—Nursing in 1990 through 
Flinders University, Adelaide. 

In 1994 the family moved to Quorn, in the Flinders Ranges of SA, where she managed the 
local aged care service for four years, overseeing the build of a new facility. 

In 1998 Lyn returned to work at Port Augusta Hospital, as the Director of Nursing and 
Midwifery, a position she held for 10 years. 

In 2009 she was awarded the South Australian Health Nurse Leadership Award. 

In 2010 she was appointed as the inaugural Director of Nursing and Midwifery for Country 
Health in South Australia, when all 65 public hospitals in country SA combined under a 
single governance structure. This later transitioned to become the Country Health Local 
Health Network. She remains in this role today, and has led many changes for nurses and 
midwives across country South Australia, including the development of the clinical nurse 
role in improving safety and quality across the 65 hospitals. 


